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The picture did turn out beautifully and now stands in the dining room. The collection of
photographs I have of me with a camel about to kiss my face, underwater in a sea of
luminescent fish, and sitting with a nearly naked homeless girl in what was then Bombay
is a testament to her artistic talent and, more important, to her self-expression. It reminds
me not only of her love for me and the wondrous experiences she — my father — has given
me, but also of her passion and wonder at the beauty of small things.

She once told me that before her sex change, she had lived in a fog, and after the operation
the haze lifted, allowing her to see the real colors in life. Perhaps it’s the bold move she
made, the fact that she truly chose her life, that has allowed her to live so deliberately, with
such assurance and curiosity in the world.

Last fall she spent six weeks flying rescue missions in Guyana, carrying injured people to
hospitals. When I flew home for a friend’s wedding, my mother asked on the drive from
the airport if I had talked to my father, if I knew how everything was going.

“I’haven’t,” I said. “But I'm sure we’ll hear soon. Check Facebook.”
“I really miss her,” my mother replied.

I put my feet up on the dashboard and looked out the window at the brown flatlands
sprawling in all directions. My mother’s affectionate words had come so quickly and
naturally; there was nothing grand or sentimental about what she’d said. But at that
moment I knew how lucky I was.

After everything they had been through and all the ways our family could have been
smothered by the weight of the change, my parents actually made it to a place where they
cherish their holiday time together and miss each other when they’re apart. And on my
side, having been a child of divorce and never having known my father as a man, I ended
up with parents who are friends, artists, role models and plain-old good human beings.

When the picture of your life is being composed, sometimes you just need to bite your
trembling lip and smile through the humiliation. The payoff can be precious.

«PREVIOUSPAGE| 1 |2
Annie Chagnot is a writer who lives in

Brooklyn.

A version of this article appeared in print on April 21, 2013, on page ST6 of the New York edition with the headline: From
Humiliation to Appreciation.

SAVE E-MAIL SHARE

Get Free E-mail Alerts on These Topics
Children and Childhood Parenting

Transgender and Transsexual

INSIDE NYTIMES.COM

N.Y./REGION » REAL ESTATE » OPINION » STYLE » SUNDAY REVIEW »

Editorial:
Reaching an

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/21/fashion/from-humiliation-to-appreciation-modern-love.html?pagewanted=2&_r=0

MUSIC »

4/20/13 1:34 PM

M

Page 2 of 3


https://myaccount.nytimes.com/mem/tnt.html?module=call&alert_context=1&topic1=Children+and+Childhood&topic_field1=des&topic1_check=y&retA=&retT=&cskey=
https://myaccount.nytimes.com/mem/tnt.html?module=call&alert_context=1&topic1=Transgender+and+Transsexual&topic_field1=des&topic1_check=y&retA=&retT=&cskey=
https://myaccount.nytimes.com/mem/tnt.html?module=call&alert_context=1&topic1=Parenting&topic_field1=des&topic1_check=y&retA=&retT=&cskey=
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/21/fashion/from-humiliation-to-appreciation-modern-love.html?pagewanted=1&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/20/opinion/reaching-an-arctic-accord.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/music/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/21/fashion/from-humiliation-to-appreciation-modern-love.html?pagewanted=1&_r=0

From Humiliation to Appreciation — Modern Love - NYTimes.com

Arctic Accord
, What ice once
protected, it is now up
to humans to protect.

4/20/13 1:34 PM

e

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/21/fashion/from-humiliation-to-appreciation-modern-love.html?pagewanted=2&_r=0

State Seeks Release of Way Out West When a Pouf Skirt Said It Opinion: What Do the With Pulitzer, She Became a
Report on Attica Uprising All Birders Know? Composer
© 2013 The New York Times Company | Site Map | Privacy | Your Ad Choices | Advertise S
Site Feedback
4 MORE IN FASHION & STYLE (12 OF 41 ARTICLES)
9 Social Q’s: Hello, Dear ‘Friend’?
g Read More »

Page 3 of 3


http://www.nytco.com/
http://spiderbites.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/privacy.html#pp
http://www.nytimes.whsites.net/mediakit/
http://www.nytimes.com/content/help/rights/sale/terms-of-sale.html
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/agree.html
http://www.nytco.com/careers
http://www.nytimes.com/rss
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/infoservdirectory.html
https://myaccount.nytimes.com/membercenter/feedback.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/20/nyregion/decades-later-state-seeks-release-of-report-on-attica-uprising.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/20/nyregion/decades-later-state-seeks-release-of-report-on-attica-uprising.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/21/realestate/hudson-yards-on-track-at-last.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/21/realestate/hudson-yards-on-track-at-last.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/20/opinion/reaching-an-arctic-accord.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/21/fashion/recalling-the-lacroix-era.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/21/fashion/recalling-the-lacroix-era.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/21/opinion/sunday/what-do-the-bird-watchers-know.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/21/opinion/sunday/what-do-the-bird-watchers-know.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/18/arts/music/caroline-shaw-award-winning-composer.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/18/arts/music/caroline-shaw-award-winning-composer.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/21/fashion/hello-dear-friend.html?src=un&feedurl=http%3A%2F%2Fjson8.nytimes.com%2Fpages%2Ffashion%2Findex.jsonp
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/21/fashion/hello-dear-friend.html?src=un&feedurl=http%3A%2F%2Fjson8.nytimes.com%2Fpages%2Ffashion%2Findex.jsonp

